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THE MARBLE HILL PRF&R. WAVB1JC HIT.L. MlRSfITl

oaths ever ready on hla tongue : "Norn
d un chlrn 1 Cap. you sura ain't goingsum1

QUA8 TJSE RTERBREl&Pg
r R

I man kept Ma eyss to the front Bat
Marts soon glancsd about,

j "Look !" aha said,
j lis timed and saw Olnna with the
j
big granltcwars cup to her uptlltod
lips, draining the moist sugar from the

i bottom. The action was laughably
' childish, but the girl's attitude was the

iorfectlnn of gracs. Marie caught the
look that rtlttctl across Vandertyn's
fa"e, and her eyes flashed,

j "So I was right!" she exclaimed.
"You were flirting with her."

with Lr?" he wonder- -

Ingty ipierled, and lie turned sideways
In his saddle, to stars lde-ey- at t.ls
couipsnloii, from thf Jp of her dain'y

8 -- y is,A Tale cf Adventures on
An Indian Reservation

The two preceding Installments described the rescue cf a quarter, j

breed Qirl and two men from an Indian attack at'the edge of Lakotah) i.

Indian reservatfbn, by Capt. Floyd Hardy, U. S. A., the new Indian
agent. The rescued ones are Regina'd Vandervyn, nephew of United
States Senator Clemmer and agency clerk, Jacques Dupont, pott trader, '
and his daughter, Marie. Vandervyn tells Hardy of disaffection ationg j '

the Indians, of the murder of Negn, the last agent, and of his hav. j"j

ing been promised the agency. Hardy calls a couniil cf chie's at thq
agency. Redbear, the haifbrced interpreter, brimjs his sister, 0 nn, to
the valley. Captain Hardy accepts a dinner invitation fiom the

and learns something which amazes him and causes all sorts of fi
trouble. !V

to risk all our scalps br bucklm hla
rams?"

"1 shall ass what ha wants, and
do what I consider right," repi I

" - - ' - - -
star close Indoors. May I as yv j as
have your Indian tniy take my bars
down to ItlbMir's sister, with o.Crra
for her to wnpo If she hears any rjr
log? Mr. Vandervyn, you may rtiw J

here or Join myself and Mcdboa. a
you prefer."

"I'll go along with you. captain. Toa)

mar have to tinht yur way back bers."
H.irt'y MMbled in approbation of tbs

splriteil reply, laistd to Marie, and
started for the agency bnlldlngs with a
step that was brisk yet dlintned. Tbs
Indians had assembled for Ihe council
In a three rows deep, far.
Ing the rear of the warvhn. Ilsrdy
went first to his cabin. whr hs
"broke" bis rtrte end pot a pleca of
the nie huiil 'tn Into his

"There shall be no d p'sy of wesp.
on our psrt." he onlerrd. "Toll
sill mt take yonr rifles. At close Qnsr-te-rs

your revolvers will b mors
Csrry Ihein

"We will )t on ota," Said Vandcs-yn- .

IVmi to my ratlin."
"Meet ms at the (!W. dtrsrled

llscly. ar t he walked on abra-1- , cool
and rclut.

Tbs others mn rr Ruined blm.
bear la an oS.I thootinf Jacket. as-- N

Vsadervyn In a frork cor.t and tils, IS
Manly rwnlnlseeiit of swsrt awlsty.
but to tbs Indians ettit teststtc of pals-fc-s

dignity. When tt. Hills ircame arwjnd the end of the wsnr house
to take Up their p"H)i before tbs
silently is!!!ti( ifwMf, lbs rwvsrt
giancea of the many bei!tl syss first
ttireI nj.rv the chief ctefk. Kwi,
boTcr. they shifted to lb reset soli-

tary fgurs cf the ns irnt. and rs
etatnsd fled.

Th Indian olIc. fully armed. War
r--l to 8!e est of the gosMbowss. Hardy
savrd throv tiara, and seated hiolf
om ttte rb?r ihst Kedbesr bad broegbt

TM Pars Level Wit Osttsd With
ts4. HarfMatkd tea.

ttm tbs o"' ! a eslas, direct
gt. ?t srv-t- st lied te siwrsos ef
t! it'i-- K iw r ladtaas. T aa Is--

rsprrv. vsj ej Vy rva'd ftw btv
spfwered or pesrvt!y 4.srMsd. Hat
IHf tj k.o rjes fe.v:J thai iti
btstt-ia- f m o tt ta (ha
Msr wr baorksd PS! otr sl ftisj
jvitvers v4 sms. Hers sad lb oa
tbs (ty-sk- Irf-r- i J. t0 stH-bef- t sb
f.msrd IN fnt n a artisls ef a
t'.t thrust ftMs suisVr tSs cslsprssd
Ktselet rtvds

Hardy st Istt fixed bts g ns 4,

who id I fSi ort-te- f of t&s
row of afctur, eaxt ft a
tl s;cs tbst sersiedsrd with tbs Io
d.a blew of r?lte4t. spsdk t IUd-'bea- r:

"Teil tbem tbst'l am phwwd
to Thr to eosonl wtta tbs bstd rblsf
aisj stlbrbtefs esd be4Bew sf tbs
tribe, I aas hers to tad sal what bs
troubled tb trlbs and Is Ses a balm
1 rg sbstt b nuds right

hestbear gtsncwl at Vandervyn. wb
stood bsblod Hardy. Tb sf ins
chief clerk narrow?, sad bl snw.lt.
red snouth stralchtrosd. Redbear
In a aulck brrsta, fsesd a '. and
drvscd lbs artMy. What be s'l
took srvrrsl atKsneuts to deliver.

Tbs hash tfcst fvJ lowed sestsed 14

quiver with stppress. i buMllPiy.

th ladisn r.
msinsd stolid. At teat sld -

konta veocured a response. Ill too
and bearing wer wtM. It first pk
svtblagty to bis fellow cosncilorw, and
tbeo addressed Hardy In dvgolQed

V hrs b sat dViwa agata.
Redbear Stood Mlrat Sjnrasy aad veeil-latln- g.

"lalerprrt." ordered Hardy.
"11 It Isa't easy. Too "mightn't

like It," imiRibled th hslfbreed.
"Never luted that lYoceed."
"Welt It ! easy to get It lust tks

asm," hesitated Rsdhser. II glaacsd
at Yaadsrvja. licked bis Upa, aad bs-r-s:

"II saya all this lead bebsagw tA tbs
tribe; that tb whit aisa baa so bo-are- a

ber. He says that bs la not
sorry Mr. Norm was killed, bat b ts
sorry that yoa bar come her. II
say bis psrpls do avot Ilk tbs Uwid
snivw. wns ssra is un wen, sJthey do not want ysaj for aarwt be-raa-ss

you ars a chief sf tb Lwif
kalvsa. H ssrs tbey Ilk Mr. Taa.
aad tbey want bias Is bs their agvat"

f! Has tsss da rss tMah H srltl

Stoba Hsedf bs ftsd ssK that bs
iSli srsd hs Vss

dsrvyss aad Ptsdssar? Will Has
ta bias a as jrss tbislt aM

Is araabsd bsa?

iTvf M XMTt!V?ii

Bennet
s UCs h fixf. w"5 Pt

parents. The blend of type apparent
tn her faH was far from unplvraslng.

Sha kept her soft brown ejes shyly
downcast. Yet Mie must have watched
hltn covertly thnuuti her long lashes.
The ten was 1, He sippiM It i lowly
nnd gUmted on the girl's cvnifuion. Vu-ai!- e

longer t fndiiro the sicaiu, Oinnit
nt Insl fitltert I In timid desperation:
"You yoti are Mr. Van. Charlie he
said you and he lire partners."

"Hartners?" repeated andervj u v. lib
a quick frown, "lb- - saldMha' ?'"

The girl shrank beck. l'l ae, sir,
he didn't mean anything wrong."

"What more d,d be s..j "
"Nothing snly thai. I'leasc, ll'a

only his way of talking."
"That's all right, iv. n't be afraid."

Vandervyn reassured her with a quit k

change to smiling frlcndllues. ! am
Cliarlie'a N-- t friend."

"th. thank you. thank you! Ho Is
my only brother. Wo have nlody
else; nuly onrches"

In her grtitltvitie the girl forjfo her
sonsctnuness. She rutw-- her

ssvft eyes and eikJ full at Vander-
vyn, II smiled an J lMnt nearer.
Though she blusli sc&rt, sb
unaiile to turn her ruse away from his
ardent blue rje.

"e-r.fth.- " be drew out her name In
the enreststng tone that he would bavs

il in fondling a pet dog.
She smiled even as she rmubled. He

cams closer. Her gate wavered and
sank before the look tn Ms glowtr.g
eyes, and h shrank back, lie sought
to pnt his arm about ber. but she
sprang clear with the agility of a star-
tled doe.

"ith. com now r he orgod. m7 a

kl. What's the fcano of a kiss?"
The girl had rrtrrated Into the cabin.

He blorked the d" r. The-r- was no
way for her to elule hlra If b wibsl
to pre his tsiitac",

"No. to, '" she "At
tbey td me only hsd ftrSs l- -t

men kiss them."
"IVih !" be seffed. "What V th.Ms

old f.s!ls know abnt It T" III i.hcv
ele. to an alluriiig rtctsr.-- .

"Come. I will no! hurt joo. iiiaoa
live me a kis"
"Irt me let n e out V she nf 5.

"N". Onle ytt pay toll."
She l.ioin atod for w way ef

Ipe. Tn-- r was !)'. ne mw
slidTr mit throneb the wSodw and !

then bAed at Mm over Her welW f

The ssiMen stillness nt krr pes ,

cbtfked and diJUrted btra. Was It

to1he that b had soeft tier tr!er
returning?

II sprang out side and arcnad is she
cwtier of tbs cabin. A short di.tsne
swar hs saw Mart lurnt rid'.( i

aen" from the road at a sitwrt cwn-t.-r- .

He wsvrsl bis bet to her an I fard
ar-- Just as iMnna was gilding from
the door.

"St"pr b eal'.ed In a tone that
f..tc."l th girl to ossy. "1 wo t be silly
Oinna. You hare nvy wocl f.r It
meant no harm If you run now. W'ss j

ItSTtt 111 think w hat born d4ng J

S.)le!hilig vrwig
"oh. dou't want lwr t.x Sb WHS

gl to mc. Ihto't let ber think Ud
of me." Implored the girl.

"Then go in and get her a rup of
tea. Qnick ber she cfttnr,'

Th girl disappeared as Marie's pony
swim around th comer of the cabin.
i-- i.. . ... n...t ,ik ki.
stirrup leather. II straightened, ami
bo.ked over bl pony'a back. Marl
had pulled tap a few feet asay. and
was staring past him toward th door
of th cabin, ber cheeks ablaas and
ber eyes flashing with anger.

"Hello P hs exclaimed, glancing over
''is shoulder with well feigned aurprlss.
"hat tts matter r
"Too ask that?" h cried. "I Dirt

Charll half way ts tbs agency. II
am .1 roo sues rlilln ost of th val.

"Yea. Stopped ber to get a drink
from bis alatsr. Tbey bars only crerk
water. Tr had ta salt wblla she
lllcd aom for tea. But It was a
lu ky delay you"r her. Toull rid
with meT

"I wish ts apeak to that ftrl." re-

plied Marts.
tJng to hirs ber for a kitchen .

maldT b asked, and bs called over
hla shoulder la a rough ton: "Harry
up tn tber. Tou'r keeping Miss Iu-p-ut

waiting."
"Too should not speak that way to

Olnna, She la not a dog." renrovsd
Marts. "Ses; yoa hav frightened
her It's all right. Olnna. Mr. Van
dldnt tneaa to 1 cross."

Tbs girl had stopped la th door-
way, ber eye timidly downcast With-

out looking up. she rant around to Ma-

rls and offered her the cup of luke-
warm tea that she had brought la
obedlencs to Vattdervyn's command.
Maris took alp and ud ts peer
down Into th dark brew.

"Merctr ah cried. It la half
sugar."

"Yoa wera food to ms," naively ex-

plained CHana.
Marl laughed a ad beaded back th

offering.
--Yoa child I Drink It yourself. I

raa guess hsw few swsrta ysa'v had
at school. Oaa . Reggl."

Taadsrvya assaated. aad thstr
aisa startsd asT tops, Tbs rsaf

Robert Ames
IT pth V

It's bail enough. As soon r. he find
out about the mine, he will kick lite
whole htitn h i f us off the reservation.
That's the kind of fool he is."

"He can't put me off. I'm it member
of the tril.e."

"Yes, nnd Jake Is a member by nmr-tiilk-

Lots of goo.l that v. ill do joti
both In the guardhouse."

liedbcar cringed at the w. rd. "Hut
my sister He won't pot me In."

"Wuit liiid see when lie tin. Is oiu
hew thii.Rs have been going here. I- -

lil;n tind out anything against you. and
It's Charlie in (he Jug, with his Job
gone glimmering."

The halfhreed looked r.p. bis eyes
his fnoe set in the grin of a

coiiiend rat. lie muttered a rurse.
"That's It. ! :" encouraged Van-

dervyn. "lVn't lay down. We're it h
you. Hut remember, we've got io make
a bluT. It's up to us to bluff him off.
or throw down."

"I don't understand you. Sir. Van."
"Here It Is. then. H doesn't know a

word of I.ikotah. The tribe dxsn't
know Huglish. You are the Interpreter,
(let that?"

Kodlenr tdiook his head. "No, I
don't."

"Yes, you do, Charlie. We've already
told Hardy thut there Is a lot of bad
bl.xxl stirred up. It wilt be easy to
translate (he talk of the ch efs that
way. You can stnrt In by telling them
how he imcll'ird the Moros. He killed
nearly as many of them as there ar
members of this tribe, Tho chiefs he
put In Jail. All the rest be moved to
another island you ran y. to an-

other reservation."
"Hut if that Is a lie"
"It Isn't. It's exactly what hsp-pene- d.

The Moro head chief ss kept
In Jail until he u bung. IV sure t
tell that to old Thunderbolt. If It Islls
to w arm him "

"Hog inny hunk !" gasped liodlxar.
"They once put him in JU f.-- a k
If I tell him. It will make him nghtlng
mad."

I "That's what we want. I'll post ymj
o interpret wii.n no says. In a wy

tlitit uill get Hardy's gat. N.j man
has nerve to stand up to a whoip tntn
He wilt hove to quit. Then the J.
comes to me. Ton know what that
httratnjv"

"You promised me a fall share."
"Ye. and thnt means a third of the

net privcoeds. now that Nogen Is out of
the way. Only, remember. Jen get
n.'t mug none of us gel a cent more
out of It If Hardy stays It's un to
J'oii now-- . Charlie. You turn the trnk
and get your share; or yon fall down,
bwe share and b. and go to the guard-
house on your way to the federal
penitentiary. Which is It to br

nodbenr'a raflike grin had changed
to the grimace of a rabid coyote.
"Curse him :" he snarled. "171 mske I

hitn run clean to town."
"Go.! y: prnl.M Vandervyn.

"Had jour breakfast? Yes? Then
trot np to the ag.-nc- snd pass the
time of day to the chiefs as they come
In. It will help things along' to rvi
them beforehand. Ion't forget that
Hardy Is a army martinet
who despises Indians. He Is planning
to Hop all Issue goods, and Intends to
punish the chiefs for the killing of No-
gen. But If he leaves ibe reservation,
I become the agent. I will mak no
trouble over Nogen, and will ses that

t

the government keeps giving Issue
goods to the tribe f,.r a long time.
That's the talk. Now trot aloof and
get them screwed up."

"Olnna r said Iledbear.
"Don't wssts time grHng back." re

plied Vandervyn. "Ill stop and tell
your sister not to cxinxt yon home un- -

til after the council. ;et huer Walt. I

We can work In th police. THI them
they are ordered to wait at tbs guard-
house until th council is under way.
They are then to msn-- h around and
post tbemaelvea behind Hardy, fully
armed. If the chiefs get angry, they
are to close up around Hardy. Ars you
on 7"

Redbear responded with an eager
nod, and started off at a Jog trot Van-
dervyn smiled, turned Ms pony about
and rode bark to the cabin. Without
dlsnvonntlng. he reached down and
knocked, th door opened a araat Inch
and Oiuua peeped out at the visitor.

""Lo," be aald In an Indifferent tns.
"I brought word to your brother that
b was wanted at once. Told hlra I
would let you know. He will not bt
bom until after th council."

"Thank you, air," murmnrsj th girl.
"No trouble at all." replied Vander-

vyn. "Ton don't happen to hava
drink of good water bandy, do you?"

Instinctive hospitality ovrrcam tbs
girl's shyness. Her tall young flgnrs
and handsome fac appeared as tbs
door swung open.

"I boll tbs water. Do yoa like tea?"
aba asked la a fiat dike voles,

-- All right "
When sbs returned ts tbs door, be

wae tightening hla ssddl girth, tl
ke4 her waltlLC several tnoRMfitt be-f-

b turned to tak tbs rap of tea.
Tbs hand that held tbs rup waa rough
from hard work, but tbs girl's cheap
calico dress waa heat and ctesa sad It

totd forn aa swppla sad reset as
a reed, rank he brother, as had t

LUdagy th good features C her

P5t IS tei 5s

Hardy did not smile r.xpiM
orderetl.

"Oh y.m mean Jake's pipe drep.m
that this low-grad- stuff may some
time turn Into a streak of solid gold.
Hut of course you wouldn't stand for
the three of us dividing up tho pro-
ceeds, even If it did turn out a

"Certainly not."
"Your idea would be to give all the

profits to the tribe, even if we had
boupl.t the ore an I taken the risk of It
turning out v.'orthless?"

"I am the acting agent, not a trader."
"Noin'chlen :" muttered Iupont

"That uln't no way to treat a white
man, Cap. Won't you let 'em trade me
no more ore?"

"I shall Investigate before I decide,"
said Hardy, and he rose to leave. "3od
evening, tiood evening. Mr. Vandervyn.'"

He went out. Pupont gaped after
him. and grunted Incredulously : "Klfty
thousand made It fifty thousand, nnd
he didn't jump nt It

"Told you so." snapped Vandervyn.
"Hut we'll fix Mm yet two more enrds
up oar sleeve. If one falls to take the
trick, we'll piny the ether. We're not
going to be bluffed out at this stage of
the game."

TMipont caught nt the whisky bottle
with a shaking hund. "No, by !ar,"
he protested. "We don't play that
other card. Mr. Van. I quit first."

"Oh, well." replied Vandervyn. "if
you're going to throw down. I shall not
try to play it alone. Hut you're In on
the next play."

Pupont grunted, nnd poured himself
a full glass of whisky.

CHAPTER V.

Sunrise found Vnndervyn riding
down the valley on his nimble-foote- d

pinto. He left the road and cantered
across Into the bend where Itedlx-a-r

had pointed out his new house to
Hardy. When Vandervyn rode up.
Hedbear whs shoveling clay upon the
uncovered brush thatch at one corner
of the roof. The hslfbreed did not
stop work until his visitor drew rein
almost within arm's reach. Vandervyn
met his civil greeting with a cynical
smile.

"So you've bnildrd yon a home.
Charlie. How's your sister Wlnna?
That's the name, Isn't It?"

"No, we say It Oce-nah- . The scMvit
people made her get up at four. I told
her to sleep all day. If she liked."

"Come up the creek. I want to t"sfl

yoa something." replied Vandervyn.
When they had gone beyond earshot of
the cabin, he stopod his pony and
faced the uneasy hnlfbreed with a look
of sympathetic concern, "Charlie, it's
all up."

Itedbear's face turned a mottled gray.
"All all np?" he gsspd.

"Amounts to the same thing." an-

swered Vandervyn. "We soundi-- d him
last night. He won't sit In to the game

the toard backed f'ol ! No chance

m

"Ifa Up ts Us ts Bluff Him or Thrsw
Dawn."

to deal with blm, and you know what
that means. Next thing, bell have It
all out of tbs chiefs tbs mine every-thlng-"

"No. so, Mr. Van I lis cant find sat.
They don't know about what yovs and
nis V4ody saw u txioody. If
there'd lt a frrwh track a ay w her
Inside quarter-lull- s. I couldal hart
aalsssj It"

TaaKlerryB ahmcced. Taa sst as
surs of that toa are sot a rail blood
trscbsr. Bt what If Oat Is csvarwd?

reili..; b.s.t up to r f.sttier felt hat
on her coal black hair

I'nder that probm! scrutiny the
scarlet of ttie girl's ngrr hnngsl to
rM, and her eyt-- sank as coyly as
had Oman's. He nailed. The girl was
good to look upn.

Mid morning was pat when they
walked their ps.nles up the M.te of
the terrav. The bare level, buck of the
warehouse, was d tteil with groups of
stolid, half naked Indians.

"Look!" rxelaimed the girl
"What Is itr he astred.
"I ou t you ? There is not a

wmr.sn or child among theta. -t ns
go and find out w hat Here thinks of It."

CHAPTER VI.

TbwstfeebolL
Hut I'nipnnl as not at home. Whew

they failed to Bnd hits either In th
store or the living rooms. Marie
stcptei1 to the door for another l.k
at (he Indians, end then ratndy went In
to prepare a ton dtnner.

andervyn sauntered ovrr to the of
fce. on tt w ay hsrk t ohsrrved Itd
lar. t back of the wrrt.me. drift-
ing umitru!dvely fna on gronp of
Indians to snobrr. Ilsrdy was at bis
drk In tbs ottlcs. Intent on tb

treaty wttb tfcs tflfc.
At noon, as the head chief of the

tribs bad ret yet arrived, Ilsrdy ad
Vandervyn start's to fn for tbHf mid
day ntrsl. As they rvqtxifs! Ilsrdj
csbln, they wrrs overtaken by lmwt.
who came from te d!ree-ll.- of fce

stable. His fc was as t!!d as tier
'faces of the rtdefs asd bfs lswi
'

s.oent wb ta be had psswed,

"Well. Jsfce. what's the fd j

l'.M)4irsd VamWiy n. t

The trader i.wtni'y shook bis bol
"Ain'l none. Mr. Van. No no
children, so ! nen.jTt tacts.
trjultug I bww-- mrt to lb p !

ca:v.p. Iiis all Is; trpr !.n.
re fitUtk rvsdy to s.!p doss

rrek,"
v ynu rm-a- n tfcry ip1 trosMsr'

aslfsl Itsrdy.
"Writ, it kind of tM that way." an-m- l

liii--w.- l.

"Kxplala," ordecwl Hardy.
"Yon rrteenttwr I told yxm tbers was

a l.t f bsd tbd sttrrsd eiv J U

f am oo wbrtSwr Tbaa JerNeJt feels tW '

Tast's oii T1 sa !!.
bes.d Mef. If b s feeUft4 bl, we'dt
bH1 im4 osst."

1 am reoftdvs! tber will b no
"ww. hso.. nw st wy

to finl tot tbs csosw of tb til feriin
sod letm.te It."

"If M ess bs rnvod," qttallfird

".."IWttsr r on letting th sfs-b-e- e

gs and piliitg Into Boy picsv tVp
if they start ts ki ji." suggest!

Til sbw you how gut it ail
bt.h-'l- s Wster ilmiA and a lot e.f
crisb and 'amsBSsltlaSi se ns haiA II

tjsgln the W trtbs. If lb (.lives
"

' " - b soy

tMsmllrswly aUrov your da lighter."
"t'aa't snar , grunted ltjp.net.
T! ejr wer &ow a!( at lb nsxtss

porrh. Marl s.j-esre- d la tfc dowc-ws-
;

Hint with salaMtlos.
"Oood .Uyt Csptala Hardy. I fear

bad brvwkfssf too early for yoo,
IVrs, yoa knob sober as aa sV Ion
raa'l be afraid t.f aa outbrsak. What
tf tbey da tarn bwsw? I bav rvsry-tMn- g

ready sit (b loboles opffeed
and tbs meat brought In from th ke
h.mss. It slit ksrp la lbs esUar."

Hardy follosetl the others Into tbs
jsrior. and lova,ed at tbs aims rut
through tbs wallpaper to exp"' th
l. wholes, from sbich tbs chi&ka bad
been rrraovsd.

"Mia Ihipimt." hs said. "you. ars a
my brats joviag lady,

" ' '. V .
"And all fur cvsthlag. I feel surs,"

he declared.
"WeiL It s best to bs ready, ta rase,"

muttered Iv.ssnt
Tb gtrl's rjes sparkled. "I wouldn't

mlad a day or two of fighting. W hat
fun It must hav bsea la tb old day r

"Fun?" fxctatanol Yendervya.
"I hav no doubt ss could defend

tbs bouse." reanorked Hardy. "W
could bold out until tb arrival of
troops. Hot tbsrs will b as ulatug.
DO trouble."

"th. captain V protested Marls,
Tbey psssed so Into tb dialog rosea,

where tb ellsttt ImBsa boy at on
served dinner. It was a plat a family
meal. Hut tbs rbloa and platsd war
wrs artistic, th tabl lines, waa clean,
ami tbs food Vw--y well cooked.

Dupoot was at itl lorTnaodlaUg shew
Redbear cam with th news that

a koeia had at last reacbsd th
ageory. Tbs balfbresd looked so wor-
ried that Vaodervya rose frnca th
tabl a aalckly aa Hardy. Dapoot
paused with sites sf psmpkla pis
apralssd la bts band.

"West s (bs rumptia. Cbrtlr b
asked. XMd Thaslerbolt aiat goj
sat tbs warpasb, Ms be?"

"No, bs looba a"'et sow. Pat so
of th headmen tsid ss bs sett hs
wswld wtp ssrt tbs ageskcy tf tbs asw
agvett dldat sVi what bs waatsd."

Pap sat tvsttsrsd sm tl tb

CHAPTER IV Continued.

The hostess signed her Ind'nn hoy to
t.iko tin- - box into the parlor. together
with the loe bucket, in which w:is still
left a bottle of chunipngnc. As he
obeyed, she bowed her dismissal of the
guests from the table.

"I shall now permit myself to he
fatigued." she said. "Hood evening.
Mr. Vandervyn. Good evening, Captain
Hardy."

Vandervyn nodded, nnd followed Pu-po-

with n nonchalant beurlr.g that
drew attention from the Might uncer-

tainty of his step. Hurdy lingered for
a word of appreciation: "This hns
been a most enjoyable eveniug. Miss
Dupont."

She ehose to disregard the sincerity
nd warmth behind the formal phrase,
Tfou are very kind. Captain Hardy.

But pray do not overestimate. Where
ell else is three-quarter- s

white seem daizllng."
"Believe me, it is not a question of

contrast or comparison." he protested.
"Not even in New York or Washin-
gton"

"You flatter me. And now, as I am
tlrtvJ "

He bowed and left her, concealing
the sting of her polite rebuff under his
grave smile. The Indian boy, who was
standing at the parlor door, closed it
behind the guest nt n sign from Marie.

Dniiont took the drink that he had
poured out for himself ami undertook
the perilous operation of opening the
champagne. He fumbled the bottle nnd
would have dropped It had not Van-

dervyn .lumped up and taken It from
Mm. Thrust aside by the younger
tnan, he lurched and sat down In a

.'chair near Hardy.
"Shelipp'ry ben In ice," he ex-

plained with solemn emphasis. He
threw back his head and burst Into an
ejproarious laugh. "Sud!.p'ry like
that gobe-mouch-e Itodbear. Him trying
to smooth me down tlf that'd give
him a show with M'riel An' me the
quarest trader In the IT. S. ! Why,

lash time 1 got goods on credit, they
hent me a skeshule to lisht my

ll'hU'ties, 'u' I jusli took my pen In hen'
n" wrote 'cross thn' shere llsh. 'I don't

ewe no man nnshing." " He again drew
back Mb head oud let out a hoarse
laugh.

"Poor grammar, but rich rhetoric.
Jake." remarked Vandervyn as he filled
the champagne glasses. "You told me
they gave you the credit you asked
for."

"I got the goods." snld Iniponf, pul-
ling himself together nnd sobering his
tongue with an effort. "Nothing like
being on the square. That's what
makes me sore at them there chiefs.
Cap. Won't let me help out the bucks

nd squaws what's aching for work
Rood pay In trade goods, and us tak-

ing all risks on the ore smelting out
N. O. Whnt'll the tribe do after they

Xit their last Issue next spring?
That's what I'd like to know."

"Yes, captain." said Vandervyn.

"Next spring will come the last Issue

of goods that Is provided for in the
government treaty with this tribe.
They will be in a bad fix If something

fs not done to get them used io white
rays."
"How about a new treaty, to parti-

tion the reservation and give land In

severalty to each head of a family?"
suggested Hardy.

"That would take a long time to
bring about, and meantime the young
tw k should be taoglit to work. Why

wouldn't It be a good idea for us to

tak charge of the mine pay all who
wnnt to work at fair wages, and take
the risk of getting onr mouey back
mt of the ore shipments?"

As Vandervyn made the suggestion.

ti smiled Ingenuously, and his hand
some, flushed far shone with philan-

thropic enthusiasm. Hardy's fsce light-

ed with a responsive glow, lie smiled
Into th boyish blue ye,

"The proposal does you credit." be
responded. "Too may count on m to
contribute my share."

"You win. will you. Tap?" exHalmed
Dupont. lie reached iut his thh k

hand "Ton're In. bey? Put It
Ohtc, old part I Just yoa make thrns
damn savvy" they've got to
bustle for what wo five 'era. like No-r- s

done, and well round op fifty

thousand apices before snow files."
--What's thstr demanded LUrdy. lo-

ta sot ly stiffening tt stsrw rigidity.
lie failed to catch tbs furious) glna

frora Vsadervyj that ent their half-faddlr- d

host InrcblBf svec to th
stisky bottle. V bs 414 tar, the
bief rtrrk BkH Us hard flsscs with a

fcaowtM ik aad a chsctilaf
Ml: --SpiSsir
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